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Alternative 3  
Roundabouts at  

Emerald Dr. and Osler Dr. 

List of Improvements  
· Construct roundabouts 

at the intersections of 
West St. with Osler Dr. 
and Emerald Dr.   

· Pedestrian crossings will 
be provided at both inter-
sections.   
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What is a roundabout?

A roundabout is a circular alterative to a traditional street intersection.  Vehicles enter a 
roundabout under a yield control rather than stop sign or traffic signal.  

Modern roundabouts are different from rotaries and other traffic circles. For example, 
roundabouts are typically smaller than the large, high-speed rotaries still in use in some 
parts of the country. In addition, roundabouts are typically larger than neighborhood 
traffic circles used to calm traffic.

A roundabout has these characteristics:

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/roundabouts/fhwasa08006/longdesc.cfm�
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/roundabouts/fhwasa08006/longdesc.cfm�


Why Consider a Roundabout?

Compared to other types of intersections, roundabouts have demonstrated 
safety and other benefits, which are described below:

• Improve safety 
– More than 90% reduction in 

fatalities
– 76% reduction in injuries
– 35% reduction in all crashes
– Slower speeds are generally 

safer for pedestrians 
– Pedestrians cross one direction 

of traffic at a time.
• Reduce congestion 

– Efficient during both peak 
hours and other times 

– Typically less delay 

• Reduce pollution and fuel use 
– Fewer stops and hard 

accelerations, less time idling 
• Save money 

– Often no signal equipment to 
install, power, and maintain 

– Smaller roundabouts may 
require less right-of-way than 
traditional intersections 

– Often less pavement needed 
• Complement other common 

community values 
– Quieter operation 
– Functional and aesthetically 

pleasing 


