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Example - Finished Basement Wall Section Detail 

 
2024 IRC  
R313.1.1 Basements. Portions of 
basements that do not contain habitable 
space or hallways shall have a ceiling height 
of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm). 
Exception: At beams, girders, ducts or other 
obstructions, the ceiling height shall be not 
less than 6 feet 4 inches (1931 mm) from the 
finished floor.    
 

R313.1.2 Habitable attics and basements in 
existing buildings. Where a habitable attic or 
habitable space in a basement is created in 
an existing building, ceiling height shall not 
be less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm). 
Bathrooms, toilet rooms and laundry rooms 
shall have a ceiling height of not less than 6 
feet 4 inches (1930 mm).  
Exceptions: 
1. For rooms with sloped ceilings, the 
required floor area of the room shall have a 
ceiling height of not less than 5 feet (1524 
mm) and not less than 50 percent of the 
required floor area shall have a ceiling 
height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 
mm).  
2. At beams, girders, ducts or other 
obstructions, the ceiling height shall be not 
less than 6 feet 4 inches (1930 mm) from the 
finished floor. 

R402.2.8.1 Basement wall insulation installation. 
Where basement walls are insulated, the insulation shall be installed from the top of the basement wall down to 10 feet 
(3048 mm) below grade or to within 6 inches (152 mm) of the basement floor, whichever is less. 

 


