
FENCE: PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

 Submittal Requirements:

o Plat of Survey depicting all areas where the proposed fence will be installed and the height 
proposed in each location.

o Photo or manufacturer spec sheet of proposed fence to be installed which depicts proposed 
fence material, proposed fence height, and proposed fence type. If fence is to be open (see 
definition below), dimensions must be provided to show compliance with the 30% open fence 
requirement.

 Open Fence Requirements:

o A fence, including gates, which has, for each one (1) foot wide segment extending over the entire 
length and height of the fence, at least thirty percent (30%) of the surface area in open spaces 
which afford direct views through the fence. (See Figure 1)

 Design Requirements:

o Fences located along a rear property line which abut a public right-of-way must include a gate 
providing access to the right-of-way for mowing and maintenance purposes.

o The finished side of all fences must face away from the lot on which it is installed.

o Fences that are erected in the proximity of any City electrical equipment must provide the required 
clearances as indicated on the attached sheets.

o Fences serving as a barrier for an above or in-ground pool must meet the minimum barrier 
requirements provided in the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code; however, the 
proposed barrier must still comply with the zoning requirements provided in this document.

o It is possible that your homeowner’s association covenants will have more stringent regulations 
regarding fences. We recommend that you contact them to ascertain if this is the case.

 Zoning Requirements:

o A 3’ tall closed fence can be constructed on any property line.

o A 4’ tall open fence (see Figure 1 above) can be constructed on any property line.

o Fences facing Hobson Road cannot exceed 4.5’ in height and must be an open fence made of 
split rail, wood or wrought iron.

o A 6’ tall fence can be constructed on the interior side property line, but cannot extend past the 
front wall of the home.



o A 6’ tall fence can be constructed on the rear property line. If the rear property line abuts a major
arterial roadway, the fence installed along this property line may be 9’ in height. Information
regarding which streets are classified as major arterial roadways is available by contacting City
staff at planning@naperville.il.us.

o Corner Lots:

 A 6’ tall fence must meet the corner side yard setback and cannot extend past the front wall
of the home unless the lot meets the following requirements:

• A 6’ tall fence can be constructed along the corner property line when the corner
side yard aligns with the rear yard or corner side yard of an adjacent residential
property provided that the fence does not extend past the front of the home. See
the map below for an example.



 Permit/Inspection Requirements:

o Fences 3’ in height or less (for the entire fence) do not require a fence permit.

o Fences must not be erected until the required permit has been approved AND issued.

o For fence installations on any newly constructed lots, the final grading must be approved by the 
City prior to the fence being installed. It is strongly advised that you contact your builder to confirm 
the status of the final grading.

o J.U.L.I.E. (underground utility locator) must be contacted at least 48 hours prior to digging. Their 
24 hours toll-free number is 800-892-0123.

o Please contact the City at 630-420-6100 option 1 after your fence has been installed so that an 
inspection can be scheduled.

o Please contact the City at 630-420-6100 option 2 for any questions regarding the permit 
process.



CITY OF NAPERVILLE  
FENCE PERMIT

DPU-E REQUIREMENTS

The Department of Public Utilities-Electric (DPU-E) is dedicated to providing quality service to 
its customers.  To facilitate quality service, all electric equipment must be accessible to our 
personnel.  A fence is a major obstacle to our electrical equipment.  The two pieces of electrical 
equipment that are most commonly obstructed by fences are transformers and pedestals.  The 
required clearances for installations near transformers and pedestals are listed below.  

TRANSFORMERS: 

cannot be achieved, a gate or removable fence section must be 
installed in a manner so a portion of fence can be removed 
without the use of tools. If a gate or removable fence section 

the transformer prior to the installation of the gate or 
removable section.  Padlocks for the gates or removable 
sections will be supplied by DPU-E. 

PEDESTALS: 

this clearance cannot be achieved, a gate or removable fence 
section must be installed in a manner so a portion of fence can 
be removed without the use of tools.  Padlocks for the gate or 
removable fence section will be supplied by DPU-E. 

YOU MUST CALL IN A J.U.L.I.E. (Joint Underground Locating Information for 
Excavators) FOR ANY TYPE OF DIGGING THAT WILL BE TAKING PLACE. CALL 
TOLL FREE TO OBTAIN A J.U.L.I.E. AT 1-800-892-0123 AND RETAIN YOUR 
J.U.L.I.E NUMBER FOR YOUR RECORDS. 

IN CASE OF A HIT CABLE PLEASE CALL CITY DISPATCH AT 630-420-6187 
Upon completion of the fence please call Code Enforcement at 630-420-6693 to schedule 
an inspection.  If you have any further questions concerning this matter, you may contact 
DPU-E Customer Metering and Power Quality at 630-420-6711. 










